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It seems that after the controversy of
last fall the operators of the anthracite coal
mines would not , renew a trouble which
was so amicably settled at that time.

The management of the St. Louis exposi-
tion has shown its appreciation of first-cla- ss

men by offering the position of chief
of tho bureau of publicity and promotion to
Mr. Ferry S. Heath. He has not yet ac-

cepted because he has plans in another
direction.

Mr. Frank R. Burke spoke, on Sunday, of
a man who has three or four hundred
thousand dollars as a pauper In these
times. If Mr. Eurke would furnish that
sum of money in large quantities he would
bo astonished at the number of persons
anxious to be paupers.

!

The New York Legislature has passed a
bill providing a bipartisan bureau of elec-

tions In New York city, to consist of two
ltepubllcans and two Democrats, to be
recommended by their respective parties
and appointed by the mayor. This plan
proves that the Republicans desire a fair
election.

The less talk of war with Russia British
newspapers make the better for Gieat
Britain. Great Britain has not yet finished
a little war that has been exceedingly ex-

pensive. Besides, there 13 no cause for war
In China. War between two civilized na-

tions i3 not the" way to settle disputes in
the twentieth century.

Gen. Mariano Trias, ranking officer of the
late Filipino, army, and his .followers, have
surrenderee!. The Filipino junto, at Hong-Kon- g,

has sent word to General MacAr-thu- r
that Its members desire to go to Ma-

nila and take the oath of allegiance. Just
now the Boston Junto supporting Aguin-ald- o

is the only coterie that shows no signs
of yielding.

The Washington correspondent of the
Chicago Record says that Mr. John F. Mil-

ler, of this State, is one of the men men-
tioned for one of the commissioners of the
St. Louis exposition. He also says that
his opponent Is an living
In Illinois, who has no special iitness for
the position. Mr. Miller's friends in In-

diana would be gratified to see Mr. Mi-
ller secure the appointment.

The disfranchisement measure of ex-Senat- or

Gorman, which has been crowded
through the special session of the Maryland
Legislature, has caused much feeling in
that State. Not only will 23,(00 colored
voters who cannot read be disfranchised,'
but more than half as many whites will
lose their votes because of their inability
to read tho ballots. These men are largely
ilshermen who have voted with the Demo-
crats.

Writers who scein anxious to create the
suspicion that American soldiers murder
the wounded Filipinos quote figures show-
ing that the killed are largely in excess
of the wounded captured. The most of the
wounded are able to get away, as theso
who recall the late war for the Union will
recall. The number of wounded that can
get away must be much larger with the
smaller misile In present use, which does
not prostrate the victim unless it strikes
bones or vital parts, still, the charging
that American soldiers murder prisoners Is
a fair method of warfare for Americans
who applaud Aguinaldo.

It appears la industrial notes published
recently that two or three small cotton
mills and a small woolen mill have passed
iüto the hands of receivers in Yemen. In
cotton manufacture there i3 no combina
tion, but the Industry has reached a point
where a small plant, located at a distance
frotn the supply of raw material cannot
compete with extensive plants which have
every facility for manufacture and can
make money upon a very small profit be-

cause of the larger output. Upon this small
rroflt the small plant cannot pay expenses.
Of the woolen mill It is said that lack of
capital and the unsatisfactory condition of
the trade have caused the embarrassment
Of the owners. Without the combinations
called trusts the small plant cannot com-
pete with the larger. Without the combina-
tion the small factory badly located must
susnnl sooner or later, because it cannot
stand the sh.trp competition.

The lit. Louis (;iob--D-moc- rat publishes
figures showing the frau !.-- perpetrated by
th- - Democratic managers in Wards 4, 3,

6 an! II in th.it city in making a registr-
ator. Tho aggn-gat- e of vt-r- s registered
in thCiS' v.ard.4, ab made by tho authorities;,
ws Tin Republicans had a can- -
vass made of tlr; voters c;f these wards
directly after the election, ostensibly for
ft business mcn',1 diictory, by men who
took tne census. This canvass failed to
Cl.covcr O.CCO of the names res!tereJ. Tha

ecn?U3 taken In June did not contain 10,243

of the names registered. The number of
registered names that neither the census
takers nor the canvassers after the elec-
tion could Und no men to represent was
7.039. Tammany In its palmiest days never
did a better job of bogus registration than
was done In St. Louis to elect Edward But-

ler to Congress. How much of this sort of
fraud must the Republicans meet in the
pending city election?

reduction of wages ix i:glaxd.
The pressure of the Industrial competi-

tion which Gre-a- t Britain els Is Indicated
by the reduction cf the wages of 22Ö.0CO

workme n a few days apo. The average re-

duction was only about TO cnts a week, but
to men who have been earning not more
than $5 to 7 a week that is a serious item.
It Is, however, the British method of meet-
ing the competition of the best paid labor
In the world, whose pay is twice the figures
here quoted.

The question naturally arises, how can
the manufacturers In the United States
compete with those of Great Britain when
Paying double the wages? Several elemcnt3
must enter Into the answer. First, the
British workman having been for years
the best in the world, has assumed that
under no conditions can there be a better.
He has obstinately clung to methods that
are worn out. He will not yield to new
Inventions and processes. The result Is that
from being the best workman a third of a
century ago he Is now Inferior to his
American and German competitor. Again,
good wages, with the prospect of better
things, has appealed to the ambition of the
workman, consequently he Is more intelli-
gent and more energetic. Instead of resist-
ing Innovations, he uses his skill and In-

telligence to turn inventions and new meth-
ods to his advantage. By making the best
use of new appliances the American work-
man can turn out enough more goods to
enable the manufacturer to pay from 50 to
10Q per cent, more wages to skllleel labor.
But another powerful factor in creating
this difference Is the much-denounc- ed pol-

icy of protection. Tne United States is by
far the best market in the world. The 76,-000,-

of people In the United States con-

sume as much in value of the products of
skilleel labor as twice as many people else-
where. It may be said to be the American
policy, In contradistinction to the British
or free-trad- e policy, to reserve, as far as
possible, this best market in the world for
the producers In the United States; so at
the very outset, for all the products of
skilled labor, we have a wider market than
any other nation in the world. Now, it
stands to reason that the certainty of a
market that consumes three or four times
as many goods as the market of any other
competing ration affords enables the
American manufacturer to thrive on h
profit on each pound, yard, etc., much
smaller than can his competitor In any
other country. It is the quantity sold that
makes the price. To Illustrate, the shoo
manufacturer who can put upon the mar-
ket 100 cases a week cannot sell at so small
a profit as the manufacturer who makes
1,000 cases a week. Still further, the pro-
tective tariff has always enabled the manu-
facturer to pay much higher wages than
are paid elsewhere In the world. The
workman who earns these wages has twice
as much money to spend for the products
of other labor. Cut the wages paid In th3
United States CO or 50 per cent., and con-

sumption of merchandise In many lines
will be reduced in like ratio. Thus in a
two-fol- d measure the much-denounc- ed pro-
tective' policy is the cause of the high
wages In the United States.

Great Britain, driven into close quarters
by adhering to its free-trad- e policy by
competitors created by the protective pol-

icy, has but one way of meeting the ruin-
ous American competition, and that method
is the reduction of wages, thus to some ex-te- nt

curtailing the capacity of labor to
consume its own products.

rosroFFici: hufoh.m.
Tho establishment of a new merit sys-

tem In the Indianapolis postoffice and of a
board to enforce it is a matter of more
than local interest. Th3 order under which
the system is established is as follows:

For the purpose of securing equitable
promotions based upon merit, and to
afford all clerks In the classified service
an opportunity to advance In salary, and
to secure transfers from one classifica-
tion or division to another, according to
their efficiency, the merit system Is here-
by established in the Indianapolis postof-
fice.

The merit board shall investigate all er-
rors, violations of rules, or complaints
regarding the service against any employe
of the office, either clerk or carrier, and
shall submit in each case a report, with a
recommendation of such action as may be
deemed proper, to the postmaster for his
approval.

The merit board shall adopt from time to
time such rules and regulations, in con-
formity with the postal laws and regula-
tions, anil subject to the approval of the
postmaster, as it may deem necessary to
eietermine the character, quality and quan
tity of work performed by all employes I

oi me oiiice, ana eneir oenavior ana at-
tendance.

This 4s not only a practical recogni-
tion of civil-servi- ce reform, but is an ad-

vance on the rules and regulations of the
Civil-servi- ce Commirslon. While these
rules apply to original appointments, re-

stricting them to the list of elig!bles who
have passed the examination, and require
promotions to be matle for merit, they
uo not -- provide any means of ascertain-
ing degrees of merit. The common Mea

that after a person is once safely past the
civil service examination and appointed
In the government service he may do pret-
ty much as he pleases is very erroneous.
The civil-servi- ce law contemplates that
promotion, and even retention in the serv-
ice shall depend upon faithful and Intel-

ligent performance of duty. Successful
passing of the original examination is no
assurance of permanent employment. Un-

der the clvil-servi- ee law a government em-

ploye may not be removed for political
reasons, but he may be for inefficiency
or neglect of duty, and these are as good
cause for reduction In grade or salary as
efficiency and faithfulness are for promo-

tion. In every large office where there are
many employes it is important to have
an established method of ascertaining
their fitness with a view to determining
their claims for retention in the service
and for promotion. If a person who has
b"en in the government service five or tea
years has not as good claim for retention
ns he hr.d for original appointment the fact
fhould be known. If he has no claim for
promotion beyond mere length of service,
unaccompanied by any marked dhplny
of zeal. Int lllgence, or fl.lePty In the t'.Is-char- ge

of duty, thit fact, too, should be
known. In short, there should be an occa-

sional shaking up and weeding out of the
public service to prevent it from becom-

ing encumbered with deadwood In the form
of persons who have developed no ai

for the fcrvkc, or who have, per
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haps, even deteriorated after their original
i'ppointrnent. For these reasons the Jour-
nal regards the creation of a board In the
Indianapolis office to supervise the work
of the employes and to report upon their
merits and demerits us a ste;p in the di-

rection of civil-servi- ce icform and better
business administration.

Every man, accused or convicted, has
a right to appeal to the courts until bis
case is finally settled. Consequently, Judge
Felt, of the; Hancock Circuit, simply exer-

cised his prerogative as a magistrate when
ho decided to hear George M. Ray's peti-

tion for a writ of habeas corpus. Because
JuJge Felt made an order to hear the mat-

ter lid not warrant the assumption that
he would decide In Ray's favor. Judge
Feit heard the argument, and in a legal
opinion finds there 13 no ground to grant
the petition of Ray. He made it equally
cle-a- r that he had a judicial right to grant
the hearing. Instead of using his of-"fie- ial

power to defeat the ends of Justice,
as was hastily charged in some quarters,
he has made It entirely clear that George
M. Ray has received an Impartial trial and
was rightly convicted.

In Illinois the speaker of the House has
just named his important committees, in
Missouri the Legislature is wrangling over
the tax that should be placed on beer, In
Wisconsin there appears to be much trouble
over several important questions, anil so
on. The Legislature of this State having
got through Its business we have time to
attend to other matters a condition which
leads to a suspicion that a limited session
may have Its advantages.

The Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution resents
the suggestion of the New York World
that the reorganization of the Democratic
party must be preceded by a season de-

voted to recanting the heresies which
Bryanlsm has brought to tho party. The
Constitution is right; such a season of re-

canting would require several years.

Massachusetts retains and enforces capi-

tal punishment while most States , have
evaded it. The question has just been up
In the Legislature, and the Senate, by a
decided vote, eleclared against setting aside
the death penalty, which Is a refreshing as-

sertion of practical sense against senti-
ment.

FROM HITHER AND YON.

Womnn'a Tuet.
Fuck.

Hcv. Gasinston Honestly, Miss Deerlng, do
you think my sermons are too long?

Miss Deering Oh, dear, no! 1 merely think
that life is too short.

Xegntive Fnme.
Life.

"Well, I see they are going to have a real
naval arch."

"What's the Idea of that?"
"Oh, I suppose it's to commemorate the way

Dewey has been forgotten."

Variety in Widow.
Pittsburg Chronicle Telrgraiih.

Mr. Van Eraam Your friend SpIfEns 13 mar-

ried again. I hear.
Mr. Dinwiddle Ye?, married a widow.
"Kentucky lady, I understand?"
"Yes; bluegrass widow."

Break in China.
Chicago Tribune.

"Every time you open your mouth," said the
elderly and envious, but plebeian, aunt, "you
put your foot in it."

"And this is something, you know," pleasantly
replied the wife of the mandarin, looking at her
relative's ample understanding, "you couldn't
pussnbly do."

Wlstlom.
Detroit Journal.

Once upon a time there was a Wise Guy.
He was possessed of All Wisdom, but that was

by no means what made him wise.
What matle him wise was his Faculty, whereby

he could give Wisdom forth to the world either
as Concord Philosophy, or as Afro-Americ- an Dia-

lect, proceeding from Uncle Josh or Uncle Peter
or Uncle Ned, as the Popular Fancy might pre-

fer.
In this way the Wise Guy was able to make

Wisdom go twice as far.

MUST HEED THE COURT.

Chicngonns to lie Arrexletl for Xot
AiiKWfrlnK ns Witnesses.

SPRINGFIELD, 111., March 18. When
the mandamus brought against the Sta.e
Board of Equalization by the Chicago
Teachers Federation to compel the Board
of Equalization to assess the large Chi-
cago corporations, which, the Teachers'
Federation alleges, hal escaped assessment
lor several years, came up to-da- y in tha
Sangamon Circuit Court, Judge Owen
Thompson, of Jacksonville, presiding, :i
number of officers of the corporations n
etuestion were in court, having been sum-
moned as witnesses. Two of the principal
witnesses L. A. Wiley, secretary of the
Chicago Gas and Coke Company, and A.
Hamilton, president of the Chicago City
Railway Company failed to put in an ap-
pearance, however, and the court walto
until noon forthem. As they still failed
to appear. Judge Thompson issued writs of
attachments for Wiley and Hamilton, and
ordered Sheriff Wood to proceed to Chicago
and arrest them anil bring thtin into court
at U o'clock Wednesday morning, to whicii
hour the case was continued, owing to tbi
fat t that one of the attorneys for the re-
lators was unable to be present to-da- y

Sheriff Woods kft to-nig- ht for Chicago tj
arrest Wiley and Hamilton.

NOBILITY SLOW PAY.

All Eiik111i Aristocrats Xot Inclined
to Settle Bill Promptly.

LONDON, March IS.-- The difficulty of
obtaining the payment of bills from some
members of the British aristocracy was il-

lustrated by a case heard to-da- y, when a
decorator suei Georgana, dowager Countess
of Dudley for 11,000 sterling, for work
done on the countess's residences. Her
ladyship pleaded that the charges were un-

reasonable. Counsel 'or the plaintiff, In
presenting the case, said that after many
efforts the plaintiff received a check for

1.500 on account. "That check," counsel
added, "was post datexl and twice elishon-ore- d

before we got the money." The plaint-
iff. In the course of his evidence, said Lady
Dudley told a customer that It took him
six years to collect a previous bill for re-
pairs on her house in Grosvenor square.
He. the plaintiff, explained that one had to
Kive lonp, very Ionic, credit in the West Ind
of London. The case was adjourned.

lnt lir tit ut Copyright leelliii.
BOSTON. March K An important de-

cision relating to copyright was given by
Judge Colt, of the United States Court, to-l.i- v,

sustaining demurrers filed by the re-

spondents in a case In which the publishing
house sought to obtain damages from two
cf the hirrc business of thi.- - city
for alhr.'-- Infilnpemeut in handling the
"Proit it toe Breakfast Table," by
Oliver Wnl'il Holmes, and "The Minis-
ter's We.oing." by Harriet Beecher Stowe.
The court holds that the name of the por-so- ii

taking out a copyright must be in-

serted In the notice of every edition pub-ll- n

. and that the failure to do this viti-
ates the copyright. A literal compliance
wita the stiUite may net be rexpuired. but
the notice raa.--l certain the name. !aim f
ex- - :.. '. vc rlht and the date where

RECORD UNDERTHE CHARTER
Municipal Receipts and Expenditures Since the Law Went Into Effect.

The subjoined Interesting table which accompanied the annual message of Mayor Taggart, sent to the City Council last night, sets out
tho expenditures of each departme nt of the city government since 1SW to 1903 inclusive, taking in the administrations of Mayor Sullivan,
Mayor Denny und five years f Mayor Taggart's administration. The additional table shows the receipts of the city during the same period.
Fart r the receipts of 11) inlcude temporary loans that were made to meet current expenses.

THE RECEIPTS FOR Ttlfc: YEARS 1892 TO 1900

FOR THE YEARS 1892 TO

DEPARTMENTS.

Receipts from tares...,
Miscellaneous

Total ordinarv rri-.t- s

Receipts from temporary loans
Total receipt s11L. . . ......mj 111v

THE EXPENDITURES

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
Interest
Salaries
Assessing city property
Miscellaneous city officers...
'temporary loans and Interest
Elections
Revision of ordinance
Payment of bonds
Liquor license rebate
Viaduct
Expense and debts annexed towns
Bonds and interest annexed towns

Totals
DEPARTMENT OF LAW.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Board of Health euftee..
City Hospital
City Dispensary ......

Totals
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY.

Fire Force.
Thirteen houses maintenance

One h'ndr'd and tw'nty-thre- e men pay rod
Thirteen houses maintenance

One h'ndr el and tw'nty-thre- e men pay roll
Thirteen houses maintenance

One hundi 1 and nineteen men pay roll...
Sixteen houses maintenance

One hurore! and twenty-tw- o men pay roll
Eighteen houses maintenance

One hundred and thirty-nin- e men pay roll
Twenty houses maintenance 4

One hundred and lifty-elg- ht men pay roll..
Twenty-tw- o houses maintenance

One hundred and sixty-seve- n men pay roll
Twenty-tw- o houses maintenance

One hundred and seventy men pay roll....
Twenty-tw- o houses maintenance

One h'ndr'd and seventy-on- e men pay roll

Totals
Police Force.

Maintenance
One hundreel and eleven men pay roll

Maintenance
One hundred and twelve men pay roll

Maintenance
One h'ndr'il and tw'nty-thre- e men pay roll

Maintenance
One h'ndr'd and thirty-thre- e men pay roll

Maintenane'e
One h'ndr'd and thirty-thre- e men pay roll

Maintenance
One hundred and forty-fou- r men pay roll.

Maintenance
One hundred and sixty-on- e men pay roll..

Maintenance
One hundred and seventy-on- e men pay roll

Maintenance
One hundred and seventy men pay roll....

Totals
MARKETS
Otlicial expenses

Totals
D K PARTM E NT OF PUBLIC PARKS.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Assessments erroneous
Assessments, payments of
Assessment roll clerks salaries
Blank books, printing and stationery
Bridges and bridge gang pay roll
Brlghtwood water works.....
Cisterns
C. C. K. accounts and salarie
City Hall accounts and janitors
Electric lights
Fountains and wells.......
Furniture and fixtures...
Garbage, Vol. and del. of
Garbage and N. S. tllsp. and Sellers farm
Oaslhts ....'.......... .....
Incidental expense
Pub. bldg. rep. and real estate
Repairs to Rogue's run
Sewers and sewer gang pay roll
Sweeping and cleaning improved streets
Street onenlncs and vacations
Street improvements, city portion
Street repair pay roll
Street repair accounts
Street repair, permanent Improvement
Street signs
Htreet sprinkling
Telephones
Tomlinson Hall acc'ts and janitors
Vapor lights
AVater
City Hospital and new engine house imp....

Totals
Grand totals

year all lights paid for fund called light, that the
fund" for 1S92. 13 nd and

and and cents in 1899;

19u. for road roller. $2 to day.

BUSY COUNCIL SESSION

AVltAXGLKS CHARACTER.
IZI2 Tili: .MEETING. j

Complication Arises Over the
of IllKKln ElectliVn of

Sinking: Fund Coramluloner.

had plenty of wrist
last night, in wielding his gavel at

the regular meeting of the City Council,

for the of that body were
to be a trine unruly at times and

had to be called to order frequently.
questions up before meet-

ing that caused a wide difference of opin-

ion and supporters of the respective
were constantly on the floor ap-

pealing for There was a lull

in the exciting proceedings eluring the
of new ordinances and the an-

nouncement made by Mr. Megrew that it
was for the Council to elect, at
that two of members of the
sinking fund commission, duties are
described in a law by the last Leg-

islature, creating such a to
care for the funds derived in Indianapolis
by a tax to pay off city's

Indebtedness.
The Council ook a recess of fifteen min-

utes and when thecandidatesto caucus on
ballots were cast Charles F. Coflin was
elected by the Republicans and Aquiila

by the Democrats.
THE WRANGLE.

The first wrangle Coun-

cilman introduced a resolution
granting the Gentry dog and pony show
permission to show In the city during the
year. Mr. Negley explained that the agent
ef the had secured communications
from property holders In tho vicinity of
two site at Pratt and Illinois streets and
Seventeenth street and Capitol avenue-stati- ng

that they did not e.bject to the
show exhibiting on lots mentioned.
Strong objection was raised the
resolution passed at once, It was

that the proerty owners had not
been seen and no action should be taken

it was whether or not
there was any objection to the show. The
lesolutlon was sent judiciary com-

mittee.
Th,' on fees and salaries re-

ported favorably on the granting
a salary of Sjo a year to a second assistant

attorney, and when ordinance later
came up for BiHings-le- y

made a fight it. saying that it
ptmt-- to be a needles
The ordinance was by a vote of 12

. n Ih.Kf. VT.Hr.tr !ir:ilrlt it boini BllliniTS- -
ley.' Evans. ,Negle-- . Keilly and

Mayor Mayor Denny. (i
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Reginald II. son of ex-May- or

Thomas L.- - was an
spectator during the discussion of the ordi-
nance, and is stated on good authority
that he will receive the appointment of
second

The granting the Maas-Nle-mey- er

Lumber Company permission to lay
a switch Twenty-fir- st street also
caused considerable wrangling, but it was
finally passed by a vote of 12 to 5. Tho
Democrats voted against it, claiming they
knew nothing about the switch, because
they had no on the railroad
committee that reported favorably on the
ordinance.

DURING HIGGINS'S ABSENCE.
Councilman Perrott revived an old re-

quest that Crall appoint a
to serve temporarily on the railroad

committee during the absence of Council-
man Higgins, now in the penitentiary.
""President Crall appointed Mr.
to act on the committee. In his
request Mr. Perrott said he simply wanted
a Democrat on this committee until the
regular member is permitted to attend
to his duties. Just before
Councilman Megrew questioned the power
of President Crall to fill the vacancy
caused by Hlggins's enforced absence, un-
less he held Hlggins's resignation, and
Mr. Megrew added that if Higgins was to
resign from the committee he might as
well resign from the Council. He said
that Higgins was still a member of the
Council and committee, as his name was

at each roll call. A motion to
was entertained at this time, and

Mr. Megrew did not carry his point.
Earlier In the proceedings the committee

on public safety and comfort on
the plumbing ordinance, with amendments,
as .published last week. When the motion
was made to concur in the report Mr. Ber-
naur asked that the ordinance, with the
amendments, be printed and made a spe-
cial of business at the next regular

of the Council, and this waä
adopted.

An ordinance was introduced by Council-
man Perrott to amend Section 8 of the or-
dinance creating the office of building in-
spector. In order to enlarge the of
that office. The amendment will
that building permits state what ground
is to be used for buildings, and will pre-
vent placing obstructions

the street line or placing anything Jn
streets or alleys that will Interfere
vehicles, persons or water. The amend-
ment will also for contractors to

boards on streets while on
the construction of buildings, bo as to pre-
vent the streets or alleys from being torn
up. A fine of $100 is provided for each vio-
lation of the section.

HAULING OF DIRT. ETC.
Councilman Perrott also introduced an

ordinance prohibiting the hauling of loose
dirt, gravel or other material In wagons
that are not constructed so that tho dirt
or gravel will not fall on the streets.

The passed a resolution to
the papers in the litigation of the Thomas
D. Gregg estate to the Board of School

Gregg w?s formerly a
teacher In the public schools in this city,
and when he tiled left property In Iowa
to the public schools of this city. George
Mexrltt wh:? appointed trustee, and he Is
about to sell Hie land, but before ding
fo, it will be to the records
In possession of the city clerk. Other
lecoids in the case were burned in the
King William county courthouse, In Vir-
ginia, in lSsö.
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cation to the Council recommending the
passage of an ordinance appropriating
$188,842.44 with which to pay temporary
loans .and interest made last year, and
due May 1 and June 1 of this year. The
ordinance was referred to the fihance com-
mittee.

President Crall appointed Megrew. Kel-
ler and Dickson as a committee to act
with other special committees lnUhe city
for the celebration of Decoration day.

The annual message of Mayor Taggart
was received and spread upon the records.
The message in full appears in another col-
umn of this issue.

BEFORE WORKS BOARD.

Street Improvement I'nder Consld
eratlon Other Matter.

Cnalrman Sahm and Mr. Maguire, of
the Board of Works, conferred in the pri-

vate office of the board, yesterday after-r.oo- n,

regarding improvements to be made
this reason under the new law. A long list
of proposed street improvements and sew-
ers has been prepared by City Engineer
Jeup, and the board will take them up in
a short time. The board also liscussed
street-ca- r improvements, but no definite
action was taken. Petitions are on file for
many extensions of street-ca- r service,
among them being the Shelby-stree- t, West
Indianapolis, Columbia-avenu- e, English-avenu- e,

South Merldlan-strec- t, Riverside
Park and otner lines. The board will also
take up the matter with the street-ca- r
company of paving between the tracks
before tho new street improvements are
ordered.

Mr. Smith, the Republican member of
the board, who has been ill for several
weeks, is expected to meet with the board

w, and the board will then
take up the lnterurban question that has
been hanging fire for so long. This matter,
however, will not be taken up until Mr.
McGowan Is able to meet with the board.

A delegation from Cereallnetown was be-
fore the board, yesteruay, asking for bet-
ter service on th3 Riverside Park street-
car line. '

Councilmen are now petitioning the board
lor electric iights In their various wards.

HOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS.
PETITION FILED.

For cementing the sidewalks of Station
street, from Twenty-fir- st ftreet to Massa-
chusetts avenue.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED.
For vacating the south end of the first

alley cast of Fennsylvanla Ftrctt, from Co-
ram street to a point forty feet north.

For the vacation of Coram street, from
Pennsylvania street to Talbott avenue.

VOUCHER APPROVED.
In favcr of Mr.-- . Rosa Meyer for $25 in

settlement for d:i mages sustained to horse
and wagon Jan. 4. lil.

Taxation Bill Mgned.
ALBANY, N. Y.. March IS. Governor

Odell has slpnt-- the bill passed by the
Legislature, imposing a tax on insurance
companies and savings banks tf ! nr cnt.

n surplus ami umiivided earnings. The
Insurance tax Is of 1 per c nt. on the gross
cmount of premiums received during the
preceding calendar year by tlomestic com-
panies. A tax of Uvc-tent- hs of 1 per cent,
is imposed on foreign fire and marine com-
panies. Fraternal und He insur-
ance companies are exempted from

MESSAGE OF MAYOR

HIS ANM'AL rOJIMlMC.TIO GOBS

TO Til 12 COUNCIL.

Considerable Spncr In Devoted to the
Industrial l'rourrtu uf

Indianapolis.

GIVES CHARTER THE CREDIT

PKCTLIAIl FIXACI.L VIEWS ARE
A I It CD I1Y HIS IIOXOIl.

)

A Statement of Item Showing Both
Incrensed and Decreased

Expend! t ti reu.

Mayor Taggart sent his annual message
to the City Council last night. It is a vol-
uminous document and sets out the cost of
improvements in Indianapolis during the
last decade and offers several recommenda-
tions and suggestions for the. best interests
of the city. The message in full is as fol-
lows:

"I submit for your consideration the an-
nual reports of the departments of the city
government for the year 13o, accompanied
by such recommendations and suggestion
as I believe to be for the best Interests of
the city.

"The initial year of the twentieth century
finds Indianapolis In the front rank of
American cities, ami completes Its first
tlecade under the new charter. In March,
Js3l, when the charter became oierative,
the city had a population, according to tha
census of i$yj, of 105,000. It had then a
trivial quantity of Improved streets, no
general fewer system und was deficient inmany other characteristics that make a
substantial city. Since the operation of
that charter the progress of he city hat
been great, nearly $4.uJO,OoO having ben ex-
pended in Improved streets and over $1,000- ,-

e0 for a sewer system. The total expense
lor permanent improvements, including
bridges, but not including public buildings,
has been J7.6C9.136.93. During that tlm
the city has not only made these permanent
Improvements, evident on every hand, but
has completed a new police station and
equipped the police service with a com-
plete modern telephone and alarm system;
the lire department has been extended un-
til It now comprises twice as many house
and men as were in existence at that time;
provision has been made for a new fire-alar- m

syMem; the city has extricated itself
lrom litigation Involving street-ca- r fran-
chise rights, and starts anew with a new
service and new equipment: has brought
its park area from less than ISO acres to
approximately 1,230 acres; has kept pao
with the demands made on the City Hos-
pital and Dispensary by such enlargements
and Improvements as were necessary, and
has, by police and fire department ef-
ficiency. Increased the commercial and in-
dustrial growth of the city, until to-u- ay

Indianapolis Is the twenty-firs- t city of thr
Union, with an addition to its population
of 64.000 or more, and has a reputation for
progress and substantial character that is
wider than the boundaries of the Nation.

CHARTER RESPONSIBLE.
"The charter was, 1 am of opinion, th

leverage for these great works. Notwith-
standing its progress and advancement, its
per capita expense for municipal govern-
ment is less than that of any other city of
its size in the country. I herewith append,
a table of cities of the fame class as In-

dianapolis, taken from the bulletin of tha
United States department of labor for Sep-

tember, 1909, containing statistics of cities
of more than 30.000 population, showing
their population, standing and per capita
municipal expense:
No City. Population. P.Caplta.
17. Jersey City. 2O0.433 $20. 7$
18. Louisville .. 201.731 10.03
13. Minneapolis . . . . . 20 -- . 71 9.13
20. Providence . 175,597 lS.sa
21. Indianapolis 1(S,161
22. Kansas City 163,752 9.J"
V". St. Paul 1W.632 10.78

Rochester 162.435 i3.:
23. Denver 133,833 7.67
26. Toledo 131.S22 9.3$

"Jn connection with this matter of th
expense of the city government I deslro
to say that the amount raised by general
taxation should be kept at the lowest pos-
sible point. To this end I would recom-
mend that all corporations making use of
the streets and public places of the city
should be required to. contribute their pro-
portionate share of special taxation for ths
enjoyment of such special privileges, isthe city's streets are the property of the
entire community, over which no class
should have such privileges without ade-
quate compensation for the same. I beg
to call your attention to the contracts made
by the city for such public utilities during
the past few years. The revenue now re-
ceived from all such sources is as follows:
Central Union Telephone Co $6,Ci0.'O
New Telephone Co 6.om.'
Indianapolis Light and Power Co... 14.411.4J
Indianapolis Street-railwa- y Co Su.oou.oo

Total .$36.411. U
"In addition to the above, contracts were

made during the past year by which the
Home Heating and Lighting Company,
furnishing hot water heat and electric
lights, will pay into the city treasury 5
per cent, of its gross receipts, and the In-
dianapolis Clean Street Company will pay
into the city treasury 15 per cent, of its
gross receipts.

SHOULD BE INCREASED.
"As these contracts expire, I believe tho

amounts exacted for a renewal should
be largely In excess of those now received.
A..e contracts referred to were, in a meas-
ure, pioneer efforts of the city In this di-

rection, but with the growth of the city
and the great enhancement of the valu
of the privileges granted. I feel that com-

pensation more commensurate with their
real value should be asked for and re-

ceived.
"On account of the low tax levy, the

city has been required, during the year
IX), to make temporary loans, which have
been secured at exceedingly low rates of
interest, averaging about 3 per cent. Had
the tax levy been made high enough to
have, at all times, sufficient money on
hand to meet demands, the levy would
have been iargely In excess of the actual
needs of the city, for the reason that tax-
es, constituting two-thir- ds of the city's an-
nual revenues are payable s.'rr
so that with a tax levy eorrmerfurate with
the city's needs nt all times, there would
necessarily have remained In the treasury
large sums of mony for which there would
have been no immediate use, resulting in
the well-know- n and Invariable tendency
to Increase expenditures cnl cxh;.nt ths
surplus, which would require a h'gher tax
levy and temporary loans In addition.

"I therefore believe that a low tax levy,
even though a temporary loan Is occa-
sionally necessary. i proper and J-- to
the taxp'ijers. arvl Is the business way
In which to manage the financial affairs of
the city. With a low tax levy more econ-
omy is practiced In the administration of
government than when the levy Is h!h
and a surplus of money In the treasury.

"I concur In the recommendation of the
city controller for tne establishment of
a sinking fund, setting die annually a
portion of the city's revenue for the grad-u.- ii

extinction of the bonded lr.de ttedness.
This Is made possible by the cnRCtmerrt.
during the session of the Gnerul Ass-mb- lr

Just adjourned, of an act authoiizln th
establishment of such a fund.

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS.
"During the past ten years the city has

made many public improvements whereby
the thoroughfares and ullrjs are general-
ly In good condition, and 1 concur in th
recommendation of the Board of Pub!a
Works that only such public improvement
as are absolutely :iee-sar- or are peti-
tioned fer by the interested property hold-
ers, thould be rciulred to be ma J '. A rcf-trenc- ti

to table No. 13 In the report r.T the
city civil engineer will furnit-- yen full de-
tails as to the character aid amount uf
public improvements made since the n.ict-mt- nt

of th charter.
"I have always ht-- It desirable for a

municipality to own it own water workt,
tor reasons which have te. n often ex-urcs&- ed

and which arc manifest. I hav


